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August 30, 2020 
 
 

Dear Benson School Families, 
 
In following Itasca 10 procedures, the district has identified a Benson student with a positive               
Covid-19 test. The student was last in attendance Tuesday, August 25th. The district was also               
notified that two families have family members with Covid positive tests as well in that               
classroom. In each case families followed district policy and immediately initiated a quarantine             
with their children. Please keep in mind that positive results that come after quarantine, may be                
unrelated to one another. Additionally, infection may occur from other sources outside of             
school. It would be erroneous to assume that any given student infected other students and               
their families. 

 
The District initiated a case review with the DuPage County Health Department when it was               
notified of the positive test results. In tracking data, we review with DCHD if there is evidence of                  
spread or an outbreak the district may initiate a cooling off period where a classroom,               
grade-level or school goes to Remote Instruction only. Although there is no evidence of student               
spread or employee positivity the district is initiating an adaptive pause for in-person instruction              
for this specific kindergarten room. The adaptive pause is a strategy to prevent the risk of further                 
transmission between children and their families. In doing so both student and staff safety              
remain the central focus of our educational design. This strategy is based on Illinois Department               
of Public Health (IDPH) guidance 

 
All families with students in this specific kindergarten classroom have been notified The             
adaptive pause will occur starting Monday August 31st through Tuesday September 8th.            
In-Person instruction will resume for this classroom, Wednesday September 9th. Individual           
student return will also be reviewed and is dependent on being healthy and symptom free for a                 
period of time. The classroom teacher will provide remote instruction for her students during              
this time period. At this point as there is no evidence of student or staff spread. Consequently,                 
in-person instruction will continue for all other classrooms at Benson School.  

 
We know that our staff and students have worked very hard to follow District 10 safety protocols                 
and we can confirm that, at Benson, social distancing and mask wearing has been followed.               
Additionally, all school employees and students (via their parents) are required to certify daily              
prior to entering the classroom. The school also reviews and completes certification for any              
student that may be incomplete. Please also note that all rooms are routinely cleaned after               
school. In communication with DCHD, the Board, and our staff, the administration is constantly              
monitoring the safety of in-person learning and we believe it is safe to continue in-person               
instruction  at this time.  

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Craig Benes, Superintendent 


